SHEYENNE RIVER VALLEY PROJECT 


Sheyenne River Valley Project 
Executive Summary 


Our pioneer ancestors built impressive and beautiful little churches, cemeteries, one- 
room schoolhouses and bridges along the Sheyenne River in North Dakota. They fought 
killer winters, grasshopper pestilence and limited resources to eke out a living on the 
wild prairie. And now, a hundred years later, we can barely manage to keep their 
achievements painted. It is time to show our appreciation and respect by restoring the 
fruits of their hard work to their original beauty. 


This project will preserve an important part of North Dakota's history and cultural 
heritage. These structures are beautiful examples of traditional architecture, and 
restoring them will ensure they remain intact for future generations. It will provide 
visitors with a unique insight into the region's past, and will provide a valuable 
educational resource. The local residents will appreciate the spiritual and emotional 
grounding to their own past while also promoting the region to others, as a destination 
for religious, heritage and genealogy tourism. 


Of course, the restored historical sites will create jobs within the local community, 
boost tourism, and provide economic benefits to the region. The extra visitors will need 
extra hospitality and lodging choices, especially in the summertime. The revitalized 
churches can be used as event venues providing a unique setting for weddings, 
anniversaries, and other special events, and therefore additional source of income for 
the local economy. 


The abundant recreational choices (hiking, biking, jogging, camping, backpacking, 
skiing, canoeing, kayaking, horseback riding, bird watching, photography, berry picking, 
fishing) will each require consideration for abundant, comfortable and safe choices for 
accessing the river. 


This project will help to preserve the past cultural identity of the Sheyenne River Valley 
and with the additional outdoor recreational opportunities, it will dream up a new and 
fresh identity for the future. 


General Activities 
Churches and Schools 


¢ Rebuild the steeples (removed years ago, too expensive to maintain) 
¢ Return the steeple bells 
¢ Add maintenance-free roofing 
e Add maintenance-free siding 
e Replace windows and doors, as needed 
¢ Add wheelchair lift where the church congregation is still active 
¢ Add picnic shelter and restrooms where the church congregation is still active 
Cemeteries 
¢ Document every headstone 
o Use the international database of grave sites called "Find A Grave" 
© Include at least: 
= the headstone photo and transcription 
= newspaper obituary 
= plot #and GPS 
¢ Newspaper obituary status 


o All newspapers ever published in Griggs County are preserved on microfilm at 
Bismarck 


= All Griggs County microfilms can be converted to digital for approx. $9000 
o The national database of online newspapers is called "Chronicling America" 


= "Chronicling America" is a joint effort of the National Endowment for the 
Humanities and the Library of Congress. 


=» Some surrounding county newspapers (Steele, Nelson, Eddy, Foster, 
Stutsman and Barnes) are already available at "Chronicling America" 


Bridges 
¢ Replace one recently closed bridge for automobile traffic 


e Restore two abandoned bridges for foot/ bike traffic and fishing 


Parks 


¢ Build tiny town playground for kids around one-room schoolhouse 


¢ Build quiet fishing park around abandoned bridge near small waterfall 


Maintenance 


e Establish fund to maintain all sites, buildings and grounds 


Access 
¢ Build biking/hiking/skiing trail along the river 


© Tie into "North Country National Scenic Trail" 
(Note: An ongoing effort to create the longest scenic trail in America) 


¢ Build road for automobile traffic along the river 


o Tie into "Sheyenne River Valley National Scenic Byway" 
(Note: Currently completed up to the Baldhill Dam) 


¢ Build a small car parking area at each road bridge 
o So car traffic can easily switch to hiking/biking/skiing 


¢ Build a footbridge across the river when the historic site is on the other side of 
the river from the bike path. 


¢ Build boat docks and ramps to access the river 


¢ Offer river boat ride with guided tour 


Offer river boat ride with meal and drinks 
Offer canoe/ kayak/ raft rental 
Offer bike/scooter/golf cart rental 


Offer helicopter/plane rides 
(Note: Airport at Cooperstown) 


Hospitality and Accommodations 


Food 


¢ Provide a grant to all existing bars, restaurants and food carts in Griggs County 


e Finance more food carts, drink carts and restaurants (summertime only) 


¢ Repurpose the Ringsaker Church into an Ethnic Norwegian Restaurant 


¢ Build small vending machine buildings with bathroom facilities at the new parks 


Lodging 


Provide a grant to all existing motels, B&B's, RV campgrounds and tent 
campgrounds in Griggs County 


Add more B&B's, RV campgrounds and tent campgrounds (Summertime only) 
Renovate and preserve old buildings as "Bed and Breakfast" and event center 
° Griggs County Court House (abandoned by county, demolition planned) 

o Masonic Temple (abandoned by masons, occasionally used by others) 

o Find other abandoned historic buildings in Hannaford or Binford 

Build RV and tent campgrounds in Cooperstown, Hannaford and Binford 


Build tent campgrounds by river 


Historic Site Specifics 


(Sites presented here from north to south) 


Pilot Mound Township, Griggs County 
1, Ottawa Lutheran Church and Cemetery 


¢ Add maintenance-free roofing 
e Add maintenance-free siding 
¢ Replace windows, if needed 

¢ Return the steeple bell 

¢ Add wheelchair lift 


e Add picnic shelter and restrooms 


2. Pilot Mound Township School 


¢ Add maintenance-free roofing 
e Add maintenance-free siding 


¢ Replace windows and doors, as needed 


Romness Township, Griggs County 


3. County Highway 6 Bridge over Sheyenne River (Closed) 
(National Register of Historic Places) 


¢ Bridge needs to be replaced 


¢ Built in 1912 


¢ Official report here: http://bridgereports.com/ 1340922 


o Recommended work: Replacement of bridge or other structure because of 
substandard load 


o Estimated cost of work: $264,000 


4. Romness Methodist Cemetery and Former Church Site 
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¢ Only cemetery remains here 


¢ Church was burned down 


5, Ringsaker Lutheran Church and Cemetery 


¢ Rebuild the steeple 

¢ Return the steeple bell 

¢ Add maintenance-free roofing 
e Add maintenance-free siding 
e Replace windows and doors 


¢ Remodel into a church themed restaurant with ethnic Norwegian menu 
Note: Location will attract customers from Finley, Sharon, Aneta and McVille. 


6. Ringsaker School 


Note: My father, Art ur Skramstad, left his mark here 


¢ Add maintenance-free roofing 

e Add maintenance-free siding 

¢ Replace windows and doors, as needed 

e Finish the inside, including black boards 

e Furnish with teacher's desk and student desks 

¢ Build a tiny town playground around this school with: 
© Little church, miniature of Romness M ethodist from across the street 
o Little house, miniature of John Hogenson house from across the street 
© Little store 
o Playground equipment 


e Add picnic shelter and restrooms 


7, Romness Bridge (National Register of Historic Places) 


e Repair rust as required, then paint 
¢ Build new abutments at each end 
¢ Upgrade railing to current safety standards 


¢ Replace deck and add benches for fishing 


Greenview Township, Steele County 


8. Sheyenne Valley Lutheran Church and Cemetery 


¢ Rebuild the steeple and return bell 
¢ Add maintenance-free roofing 


e Add maintenance-free siding 


¢ Replace windows, as needed 
¢ Add wheelchair lift 


e Add picnic shelter and restrooms 


Washburn Township, Griggs County 


9, Opheim Cemetery 
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Note: The Opheim Cemetery is not pictured here, but this cabin was moved off the 
Opheim site and preserved on the grounds of the Griggs County Court House by the 
Town and Country Garden Club. | didn't find any pictures of the Opheim Cemetery site. 


10. Ness Lutheran Church and Cemetery 
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¢ Rebuild the steeple 

¢ Return the steeple bell 

¢ Add maintenance-free roofing 
e Add maintenance-free siding 
¢ Replace windows, as needed 

e Add wheelchair lift 


e Add picnic shelter and restrooms 


11. Oak Grove School 


¢ Add maintenance-free roofing 


e Add maintenance-free siding 


¢ Replace windows and doors, as needed 


12. Washburn Township Bridge 
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e Repair rust as required and paint 


e Replace deck 

¢ Upgrade railing to current safety standards 

e Add benches for fishing 

e Add picnic shelter and restrooms 

¢ This bridge is near a small waterfall 
o Peaceful waterfall sounds 

¢ Build boat launches, on either side of waterfall 
o One on the north to exit the river 
o One on the south to enter the river 


¢ Boat rentals offered here 


Sverdrup Township, Griggs County 
13. Zion Free Lutheran (aka Westley) Church and Cemetery 
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¢ Return the steeple bell 
¢ Add maintenance-free roofing 


e Add maintenance-free siding 


Replace windows, as needed 


Add wheelchair lift 


Add picnic shelter and restrooms 


14, Saron Evangelical Free Church and Cemetery 


¢ Rebuild the steeple 

¢ Return the steeple bell 

¢ Add maintenance-free roofing 
e Add maintenance-free siding 
¢ Replace windows, as needed 

e Add wheelchair lift 


e Add picnic shelter and restrooms 


15. Cooperstown Bible Camp 


¢ Upgrade boat dock and launch 


¢ Upgrade boat inventory 


Broadview Township, Griggs County 


16. Karnak School (owned by M ark Haugen) 


¢ Add maintenance-free roofing 
e Add maintenance-free siding 
¢ Replace windows and doors, as needed 


17. Karnak Bridge 
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This noteworthy bridge over the Sheyenne River is currently owned by BNSF Railway. 
This bridge is not involved in this project. It is included here for interest only, as another 
example of the beautiful bridges over the Sheyenne River in Griggs County, ND. 


Access 


18. Tie into "North Country National Scenic Trail" 
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¢ Build paved biking/hiking/skiing trail along west side of river 


o Tie into "North Country National Scenic Trail" 
(Note: An ongoing effort to create the longest scenic trail in America) 


¢ Approximately 54 miles from Baldhill Dam to Ottawa Church (using Google M aps) 


19, Tie into "Sheyenne River Valley National Scenic Byway" 
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heyenne River Valley 


national scenic byway 


¢ Build new road for automobile traffic along east side of river 


¢ Tie into "Sheyenne River Valley National Scenic Byway" 
(Note: Currently completed up to the Baldhill Dam in Barnes County) 


¢ Approximately 34 miles from Baldhill Dam up to Highway 200 (using Google 
M aps) 


¢ Existing road then continues north of Highway 200 


Lodging 


20. Former Griggs County Court House (abandoned) 


¢ Remodel the original old court house into a profit center for the Griggs County 
Historical Society 


¢ The building can become: 
o Part historical museum 


o Part community meeting space 


oO 


Part cultural center 


[e) 


Part "Bed and Breakfast" (summertime only) 

= The unique and lofty tower can be used as: 
¢ Honeymoon suite 
e Executive suite 


¢ Weddings, reunions and other events on the huge grounds 


*** Emergency *** Demolition plans are currently being developed 
gency 


21. Masonic Temple 
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¢ Remodel the old Masonic Temple and add a large glass greenhouse on the south 
side of the building 


¢ Facility can become a profit center for the Town and Country Garden Club to 
manage and fund their beautification projects 


¢ The building can become: 


oO 


Part garden center 

Part art gallery 

Part community meeting space 
Part event center 


Part "Bed and Breakfast" (summertime only) 


*** Semiquincentennial *** All above work should be completed by July 4, 2026 


*** Happy Extension *** Would gladly extend this effort to all Griggs County churches, 
cemeteries and one-room schoolhouses, if funds allow 


About Me 
Author 


¢ Wrote "Skramstad Family History" book about my great grandparent's pioneering 
family on the Sheyenne River Valley in Dakota Territory 


f 3KRAMSTAD FAMILY HISTORY 
@ 30TH ANNIVERSARY EDITION 


Readable online here: 


https://issuu.com/skramstadreunion/docs/safe_history_book 


e The full original book, written in 1980 is available here: 
State Historical Society of North Dakota State Archives 
OCLC Number / Unique Identifier: 18098801 


https://www.worldcat.org/title/ 18098801 


Skramstad family history 

Author: Sharon Skramstad Belgarde 

Print Book, English, 1980 

Publisher: River Valley Printing, Wahpeton, N.D., 1980 
Physical Description: 


48 pages : photographs ; 28 cm 


Credentials 
My record of successfully completing difficult long-term challenges. 
e Graduated: Cooperstown High School 1969 
e University of North Dakota 1975 
o BS Ed. Social Studies 
¢ North Dakota State College of Science 1982 
o AS Computer Science (Honors) 
© AS Computer Programming (Honors) 
¢ North Central College 1997 
o MSManagement Information Systems (Honors) 


o Master of Business Administration (Honors) 


Preserver of History 


e Handwritten letter to my great grandfather from Professor Oftetal after his visit to 
dedicate the Ringsaker Church in 1902 


o https://issuu.com/skramstadreunion/docs/1902-oftedal_ handwritten 
e Ringsaker Church Bylaws 1939 

o https://issuu.com/skramstadreunion/docs/ringsaker_by-laws_ 1939 
¢ Ottawa Church Vacation Bible School Memories 1950s-1970s 


o https://issuu.com/skramstadreunion/docs/ottawa_bible_school 


This Document Online 


e https://archive.org/details/river-project 


